$2 FRIDAY, MARCH 20, 2020 THE PLAIN DEALER CLEVELAND.COM MN 


THE PLAIN DEALER 


COVID-19 OUTBREAK MEDICINE 


Medical decisions 
will only get tougher 


A police officer wears protective gloves and a face mask Thursday while directing vehicles entering the W.O Walker Building garage for drive- 
thru coronavirus testing. This testing site is run jointly by the Cleveland Clinic and University Hospitals. Marvin Fong, The Plain Dealer 


Coronavirus spread is causing supply shortages, health care rationing 


Ginger Christ and Rachel Dissell gchrist@plaind.com and rdissell@plaind.com 


Long lines outside drive-thru coronavi- 
rus testing sites in Cuyahoga County are an 
undeniable indication of a stark reality: Our 
health care system has a limited capacity. 

As the coronavirus pandemic worsens, 
the stock of medical supplies and available 
hospital beds and health care workers will 
only dwindle. 

That means choices about who has access 
will only get harder. 

At some point, the decision won’t be who 
gets tested; it will be who gets help to breathe. 

When testing started in Ohio 11 days ago, 
public and hospital officials took steps to 
ration the precious few COVID-19 tests, even 
as they speedily ramped up capacity from 
zero to thousands. 

They prioritized those who had trav- 
eled to a high-risk country or had been 
exposed to someone who had tested posi- 
tive for COVID-19, and health care workers 
— nurses, doctors and medical aids — who 
have the most contact with infected and 
exposed patients. 

Others, even with fevers and chills and 
coughs, were told to self-quarantine and 
treat their symptoms at home. 


That message was frightening to some. 

“It’s scary,” said Sharona Hoffman, a 
professor of law and bioethics and the 
co-director of the Law-Medicine Center at 
Case Western Reserve University. “This is 
scary.” 

It will be a marking point in people’s lives, 
just like it was for people who lived through 
the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic or the less 
severe but still significant 1957 influenza 
outbreak, Hoffman said. 

There aren’t enough resources to test oth- 
erwise healthy people with symptoms to 
ease their concerns, Dr. Cindy Zelis, Univer- 
sity Hospitals vice president of ambulatory 
operations, said Tuesday. 

“You can’t just carte blanche test,” Zelis 
said. “You can’t test for the ‘worried well.’ 
There’s not enough supply.” 


LIMITING TESTING 

Right now, the Clinic and UH combined 
can test about 1,500 people per day. Metro- 
Health began testing Tuesday but hasn’t 
shared its capacity. 


SEE DECISIONS, A5 


Lack of supply at Cleveland’s 
largest hospitals 

Beds 

Cleveland Clinic: 3,200 

University Hospitals: 3,116 
MetroHealth: 750 


Ventilators 

Cleveland Clinic: 550 
University Hospitals: 429 
MetroHealth: 60 


COVID-19 OUTBREAK EMPLOYMENT 


Many out of work aren’t eligible for unemployment 


Olivera Perkins operkins@plaind.com 


Bartender Taylor Day was ecstatic when 
she learned Ohio would allow many workers 
who couldn’t go to work because of the novel 
coronavirus pandemic to collect unemploy- 
ment insurance. 

She applied for benefits online, but was 
puzzled when she learned what her benefit 
would be. 

“Tt just said a bunch of zeros,” Day said. “I 
called to follow up, and they said, ‘No, you 
don’t qualify.’ ” 

Many are finding themselves in a simi- 
lar situation. These include the restaurant 
workers, preschool teachers, fitness center 
employees and others whose workplaces 
either closed or limited operations in an 
effort to stop the spread of COVID-19. 

The Labor Department last week allowed 
states to relax unemployment insurance 
rules so that these often low-wage workers 
would qualify for benefits. Gov. Mike DeW- 


Lotteries, A2 


Go & Do, A2 


ine issued an executive order Sunday insti- 
tuting much of the federal guidance, but it 
wasn’t enough to help many workers. They 
include those in the gig economy, inde- 
pendent contractors and those who hadn’t 
worked enough weeks or earned enough to 
qualify for benefits. 

Day’s claim was rejected because she 
hadn’t worked at least 20 weeks. She took 
off several weeks after having her son four 
months ago. 

In order to be eligible for benefits in Ohio, 
a worker must average $269 a week over at 
least 20 weeks. With nearly 80,000 peo- 
ple working in food services and drink- 
ing establishments in Greater Cleveland, 
according to federal data, there could be 
potentially thousands who don’t meet both 
requirements. 


SEE UNEMPLOYMENT, A12 


Nation & World, A4 Investments, A13 


Deaths, A15 


A week ago it was nearly impossible to find 
a parking space in the popular Beachcliff 
Market Square, 19300 Detroit Road, in 
Rocky River. The once-bustling boutique 
shopping area is a ghost town now. Lisa 
DeJong, The Plain Dealer 
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Browns add three 
more players in 


free agency. B1 


We offer plenty of 
ways to still have 
fun in NE Ohio. 11 


COVID-19 UPDATE 


Possible first 
death under 
investigation 


Lucas County officials focus 
on death of 76-year-old man 


Seth A. Richardson and Laura Hancock 
srichardson@cleveland.com and 
lhancock@cleveland.com 


Health officials are investigating a death 
in Maumee that may be the first death in 
the state from the coronavirus. 

Ohio Department of Health Director Dr. 
Amy Acton confirmed at Thursday’s coro- 
navirus press briefing a report in The Blade 
that local health officials in Lucas County are 
looking into the death of a 76-year-old man. 

“This is something that is currently 
under investigation and I am aware of it,” 
Acton said. “I will talk with everyone about 
that. We need to let the investigation go at 
the local level.” 

The family of the man, Mark Wagoner 
Sr., posted on Facebook that the presump- 
tion is that he succumbed to the disease. 

“We are well aware of the rumors sur- 
rounding his condition, so we’ll address 
them,” the family said in the Facebook post. 
“Our Dad was diagnosed with presumptive 
COVID-19, although the final test results have 
not yet arrived. We have been working closely 
with the Lucas County Health Department 
and other entities over the last week to ensure 
that proper notice to those who may have 
been impacted was being provided. Our Dad 
would’ve wanted us to be looking out for oth- 
ers even as he was fighting for his life.” 

A spokeswoman for the Toledo-Lucas 
County Health Department did not imme- 
diately respond to a call for confirmation, 
though did confirm the investigation to 
The Blade. 

Acton said a death from the virus was 
always likely as it spreads. Coronavirus 
cases jumped on Thursday to 119, up from 
88 on Wednesday. 

“T have to say to everyone, this is real, 
and this is why we want you to take it seri- 
ously,” Acton said. “Were seeing all the 
symptoms that we are moving up and this 
is accelerating. We’ve always said this and 
we've always known this.” 


GUARD ACTIVATED 

Gov. Mike DeWine has activated 300 
members of the Ohio National Guard to 
help provide food to Ohioans in need, 
according to a release from Ohio’ adjutant 
general’s office. 


SEE UPDATE, A5 


DEAR READERS 


You may have 
questions 


Your safety and the safety of our 
employees and the independent delivery 
contractor who delivers your newspaper 
are important to us. You may have ques- 
tions about the safety of mail and packages 
including print newspapers. 

The World Health Organization states 
the likelihood of contracting the virus that 
develops into COVID-19 from contact with 
manufactured and delivered products is 
low. We remain committed to printing and 
providing uninterrupted delivery service 
and will inform you of any changes in our 
operations. 

To assist, the eNewspaper is available 
for free now at cleveland.com/readCPD. 

Please stay safe. Follow the guidance 
from our federal, state and local officials. 
And stay informed by sticking with us in 
print, via email or text, and online at cleve- 
land.com/coronavirus. 


Tim Warsinskey, Editor, The Plain Dealer 
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